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Grace Tomlinson 
Laboratory Science Degree Apprentice 

About me:
• I went to St Nicks from 2014 to 2019 before 

getting my A levels 
• I am a third-year laboratory scientist degree 

apprentice at AstraZeneca
• I am training to be a formulation scientist 
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First Day of Year 7 Last Day of Year 11



My Education and Career Path 
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June 2019

September 2019

July 2020 January 2021

October 2020

Applied for a degree 
apprenticeship at 

AstraZeneca.

July 2021

After receiving 
apprenticeship and 

university offers I 
decided to go down 
the apprenticeship 

route.

Started working 
at AZ in 

September 2021

Finished GCSEs and 
applied to do A levels 

at Sixth Form.

Started studying 
A level Maths, 

Biology & 
Chemistry. 

Got through first year 
of A levels with good 

predicted grades.

Started personal 
statement and 

UCAS application. 
Unsure about what 
I wanted to study.





Our Early Talent programme is different

Traditional route 
(conventional learning)

University

Internships / Placements

Undergraduates / Graduates 
/ Postgraduates / 

Programmes at AstraZeneca

Gain hands on 
experience from 

industry specialists

Work on real projects 
and tasks with 
serious impact

Achieve your 
goals

Achieve a 
degree or 

qualification

Earn a 
salary

Apprenticeship at AstraZeneca: 
Practical and exciting alternative to 

traditional route



Apprenticeship Programme
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The Apprenticeship

4.5 years

Level 6 Laboratory 
Science Degree 
Apprenticeship

Studying Applied 
Bioscience at the 
University of Kent

20% off the job 
learning

Work 4 days a week 
based in 
Macclesfield

Study day 1 day a 
week online

Job Role

Independently 
leading projects

Support drug 
product 
manufactures 

Formulation 
support

After the 
apprenticeship

Permanent Role as 
an Associate 
Scientist

Potential to begin a 
Masters degree 
apprenticeship



What apprenticeships do we offer?
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Take away thoughts…

1. Apprenticeships offer an alternative 
route to University or College.

2. Apprenticeships are highly regarded 
by employers.

3. Apprenticeships give you the chance 
to develop both academically and 
personally, giving you excellent 
employability skills.

4. You are paid a competitive salary 
with fantastic benefits.

5. There is no student debt!
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What Barbie 
are you 

going to be?



11y/RE1 (Mr 
Kelly)

11y/RE2 
(Mrs
Keating)

11y/RE3 
(Mrs 
Tonkin)

11y/Re4 (Mrs 
Hardman)

11b/RE1 
(Mrs 
Keating)

11b/RE2 
(Mrs 
Freestone)

11b/RE3 (Mrs 
Pardoe)

11b/RE4 (Mrs 
Tonkin)

P.1 A Davenport 
E3

A McGrath 
E2

A Ridgway 
E6

C Thomas S10 C Martin 
S12

C Povey S5 D Buckley E4 E Taylor S2

P.2 C Bainbridge 
L1

D Scott B1 D Gradwell 
M2

D Heaney C1 G Gerrard 
L4

I Hanson 
C2

J Watts H2 L Forsey C3

P.3
S Jones S1 C Thomas 

S10
D Gradwell 
M2

E Taylor S2 H Yeates 
M4

J Martin 
M5

L McNeill M1 T Brown S4

P.4 V McEvoy A1 R Pacitti T6 M Smart 
B3

L Bashford G1 H McKenna 
1M

D Scott B1 A Noone R4 A Kearns G2

P.5 A Whitehill 
M6

C Barnes M5 C Thomas 
S10

E Riddell M7 H Cameron 
S14

H Yeates 
M4

R Bennett S9 S Barker M2

P.2 C3 Mr Kelly Y10 RE to Pe (PE classroom by sixth form)
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