
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

November  2022  

Welcome to our half- termly reading newsletter. Each half-term, we will recommend books 

from a range of genres and styles as well as have a guest reader who will share their 

recommendations and current favourites. This edition’s guest is Mr Woods. 

Make sure you go and visit the new library. Miss Roberts is still unpacking but there are loads of 

new texts.  

Don’t forget to have a look at our reading lists aimed at specific year groups which are available 

on the website. 

The English Department  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

A brother and sister's epic journey to independence spans 

India and England in war and peace. 

 

India, August 1947: Fleeing from their burnt-out village as 

civil war rages in the Punjab, Marvinder and Jaspal are 

separated from their mother, Jhoti. Marvinder has already 

saved her brother's life once, but now they both face a daily 

fight for survival. 

 

Together they escape across India and nearly halfway 

around the world to England, to find a father they hardly 

know in a new, hostile culture... 

 

This book was runner-up for the Guardian Children's Fiction 

Award.  

A great text for exploring different cultures, settings and 

perspectives. 

Are you reading this in your reading lessons? 

“Packed with action”  

“An intense story set during WW2 

with so many twists and turns. There 

are some really strong characters who 

the author makes you really care 

about.” 

Phil Earl talks winning the 

‘The British Book Award’ in 

this interview. Why not 

have a listen? 

https://www.youtube.com

/watch?v=1okjzQEv9ms 
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Welcome to Castle Cove — a town cursed with missing girls, bad boyfriends, family 

secrets, and some very steep cliffs. 

Last summer, Alice Ogilvie's basketball-star boyfriend, Steve, dumped her. Then she 

disappeared for five days. Where she went and what happened to her is the biggest 

mystery in Castle Cove. Or at least it was. Because now, another one of Steve's 

girlfriends has vanished: Brooke Donovan, Alice's ex-best friend. And it doesn't look like 

Brooke will be coming back ... 

Enter Iris Adams, Alice's tutor. Iris has her own reasons for wanting to disappear, though 

unlike Alice, she doesn't have the money or the means. That could be changed by the 

hefty reward Brooke's family is offering. The police are convinced Steve is the culprit, 

but Alice isn't so sure, and with Iris on her side, she just might be able to prove her 

theory. 

Luckily, Alice has exactly what they need to crack the case — the complete 

works of Agatha Christie. If there's anyone who can teach the girls how to solve a 

mystery, it's the master herself. But the town of Castle Cove holds many secrets, 

and Alice and Iris have no idea how much danger they're about to walk into ... 

Full of twists and turns this is an action packed adventure.  

The Agathas   

Growing up    

Murder Mystery  

Relationships  

 

  

Razor-sharp, psychological thriller set in a snowy 

Arctic wilderness. 

 

“They say that dead men tell no tales, but they’re 

wrong. Even the dead tell stories.” 

 

It's 1910. In a cabin north of the Arctic Circle, in 

a place murderously cold and desolate, Sig 

Andersson is alone. Except for the corpse of his 

father, frozen to death that morning when he fell 

through the ice on the lake. 

 

The cabin is silent, so silent, and then there's a 

knock at the door. It's a stranger, and as his 

extraordinary story of gold dust and gold lust 

unwinds, Sig's thoughts turn more and more to 

his father's prized possession, a Colt revolver, 

hidden in the storeroom. 

 

A revolver just waiting to be used...but should 

Sig use it, or not? 

Revolver 

Thriller    

Historical   

Adventure 

If you have read ‘My 

Swordhand is Singing’ in 

your year 8 reading lessons 

you will love this!  

  

Our summaries are taken from the Goodreads website:  

https://www.goodreads.com/ 
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This edition’s guest reader is Mr Woods. We asked him to 

share his thoughts about the book he is currently reading. 

Q: What are you currently reading and why are you reading it? 

A: I’m currently reading ‘Walking on Water’ by Anthony de Mello. I 

bought the book many years ago and recently rediscovered it. I 

really enjoyed it the first time round so I thought I’d reread it. I’m 

glad I have! 

Q: Has reading the book changed you in any way? 

A: The book really challenges your perspectives on life and prayer, 

spirituality and how you should treat others. It asks some really 

difficult but important questions.  

Q: Could you summarise the book in one sentence? 

A: Challenging, useful and full of wisdom for everyone. 

Q: Is it similar to any other books you’ve read? 

A: I have enjoyed many books which explore faith, spirituality and 

prayer – but de Mello is a skilled storyteller and his stories help you 

to understand the questions he is asking you to consider.  

Q: Would you recommend this book to anyone? 

A: Yes – anyone! 
 

 

Has the World Cup inspired you to read a little more about the beautiful game? Have you considered any of these 

fiction or non-fiction texts? 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

November 2022  

Two friends awaken a world of myth and 

magic in this epic middle grade fantasy perfect 

for fans of Rick Riordan. 

 

It’s not every day that you find a famous weather 

woman bound by magic to a tree deep in the 

woods. Or discover that the weatherwoman is in 

fact Sunna, the Norse Goddess of the Sun, and 

one of the seven day guardians who keep time in 

order. But that’s just what happens to new friends 

Buzz and Mari—and it’s only the start of their 

adventure. 

 

Now, as humanity is forced into a lockdown 

called the Unmorrow Curse and is forced to 

repeat the same Saturday over and over again, 

Buzz and Mari must journey to collect the Runes 

of Valhalla and awaken the other day guardians, 

before vengeful god Loki can get to them first. 
 

 

The Unmorrow Curse 

Myths   

Quest   

Adventure   

  

We love hearing about books 

you have read so let us know 

what book you think everyone 

should read! Email your 

recommendations to Mrs 

Buckley or Miss Forrest-Kelly 

 

 

 How much do you love reading?  

Book Club will be running every Week 1 Wednesday lunchtime in the LRC. We'll be starting with 

the Cheshire Schools' Book Award books. All members will be invited to special events by the educational 

library service throughout the year where they will get the opportunity to meet authors and purchase 

signed books. Membership is open to students from yr7 - 13.  

             Ms Roberts 


