
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
6 July 2020 
 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 

 
Planning for September 

 
Thank you to all who attended the New Year 7 Parents / Carers Information on Monday or 
Thursday of last week. One of the questions raised was about plans for September in light of 
recent Government guidance.  
 
Over the last two weeks, Government Ministers have made clear their ambitions for when 
the academic year begins once again in September.  On 19th June Education Secretary Gavin 
Williamson, stated that “The Government is signed up to bring every child back, in every year 
group, in every school” and a week later on 26th June our Prime Minister stated that “Primary 
and secondary education will recommence in September with full attendance.” 
 
Last week the Government set out official guidance for the full opening of schools in 
September. This guidance contained information for schools relating to Public health advice 
to minimise coronavirus risks, school operations, curriculum, behaviour, pastoral support, 
assessment, accountability and contingency planning for outbreaks. The Senior Leadership 
Team and Subject Leaders at St Nicholas had already begun strategic planning for September 
prior to these announcements, and I am pleased to confirm that our own initial preparations 
align with the Department for Education guidance and direction offered yesterday. Full details 
of the Government guidance can be found here: 
 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-
outbreak/guidance-for-full-opening-schools 
 
There are many logistical and operational considerations that we now need to address to 
secure a safe return in September and in parallel, we have already begun our planning to 
ensure that students can engage fully with their academic studies and that their personal 
welfare and wellbeing remains a priority as we start the Advent term together.   
 
During school closure, there has been a national discussion and debate surrounding possible 
‘lost learning’ and the impact upon the future progress of children when schools return to 
‘normal’ in September. We are working closely with Primary Schools to gain a clearer picture 
of this for Year 6 children and our teaching next term will reflect and be shaped by our 
understanding. 
 
I am sure that you will have many questions as the measures outlined by the Government are 
distilled and understood fully by parents, carers, students and schools. We will look to update  
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you regularly, and if there are any questions that you wish us to consider at this initial stage 
please email us at transitions@st-nicholas.cheshire.sch.uk 
 

Full and precise arrangements for September re-opening for Year 7 will be communicated as 
soon as practically possible, following discussions with the Local Authority, the Diocese of 
Shrewsbury and the Governing Board. 
 
Thank you as always for your positive engagement, feedback and support as we navigate 
through these unprecedented times together.  
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Richard Woods 
Headteacher 
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