
 
 

 

 

 

 

4th June 2020 

 

Dear Parents and Carers 

I hope this letter finds you and your families well, in good health and in positive spirits. 

Following my previous letter on 22nd May, I write to inform you of our plans for amended 

provision for the remainder of the school year. In doing so, I appreciate that not all of the 

detail will be relevant to your family circumstances, but I felt it important that all parents and 

carers had oversight of the totality of provision that we will be looking to offer. 

 

Online Learning at Home 

From Monday 8th June we will be enhancing our e-learning provision following feedback from 

students, staff parents and carers. We have always ensured that the work we provide via 

Ruler takes into account differing family circumstances such as individual access to digital 

devices, differing parent and carer domestic and work commitments, and variance in 

students’ thresholds for positive engagement and completion of work. 

Going forward, all departments will be setting specific tasks that they wish students to 

complete, so that feedback on those tasks can then be given. In addition to the variety of 

tasks already being set, teachers may use a variety of methods in providing work and specific 

tasks for students such as: 

 Setting work using a Powerpoint with teacher narration providing guidance and 

direction 

 Setting online quizzes for students to check their progress and knowledge 

 Using exemplar answers to support ‘next steps’ learning and encourage students to 

identify misconceptions 

 For KS5, using the chat function of Microsoft Teams to support  

 Using video technologies to talk students through new concepts or skills 

The exact nature of the work and activities set will, as always, be for individual departments 

to determine. 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

Feedback on the identified tasks that have been given to classes and year groups will then be 

provided. The nature of this feedback will be for individual departments to decide and may 

take a variety of forms such as: 

 Whole class feedback addressing identified common misconceptions 

 Individualised feedback highlighting key areas of success and improvement 

 Questions for students to consider in response to areas for development  

 Modelling and scaffolding of new tasks in response to identified gaps in knowledge or 

skills 

We very much hope that this enhanced provision will continue to support student 

engagement in their home learning and complement our weekly Sacred Space resources that 

are provided and recent pastoral phone contact from Form Tutors and Year Leaders. 

Student Progress 

We will not be looking to provide our usual ‘Tracking and Monitoring’ data reports during this 

half term, but will continue to provide parents and carers with your child’s full school report. 

Students in Years 7 and 10 have already received these reports, and students in Years 8 and 

9 will receive these over the coming weeks.  

On Site Provision for Children of Critical Workers and Vulnerable Students 

Since the official school closure some weeks ago, the school has continued to provide on-site 

provision for a number of students. As we look to secure plans for welcoming back students 

from Years 10 and 12, we will continue to offer this provision but there will be a number of 

changes to ensure that the school complies with Health and Safety requirements from the 

Government and also works in partnership with other schools with whom we share our 

campus in relation to arrival and departure procedures. Mr Wallace will shortly write to all 

relevant parent and carers outlining new arrangements. Any questions regarding this 

provision can be emailed to schoolclosure@st-nicholas.cheshire.sch.uk  

 

Wider Re-opening of School for Year 10 and 12 

The Government have advised all schools that from 15th June at the earliest, schools may 

‘provide some face-to-face support to supplement the remote education of year 10 and year 

12 pupils, with a clear expectation that remote education will continue to be the predominant 

form of education delivery for these year groups and that this should be of high quality.’ [15th 

May 2020] 
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We are currently finalising our risk assessments and detailed re-opening plans but wanted to 

share with you what this on-site provision will possibly ‘look like’ for students. Year 10 and 

Year 12 students will not attend site on the same days. 

 

Year 10 

Initially one Form Class will be invited into school per day, with students then sub-divided into 

‘bubbles’ of no more than 10 students so we are adhering to social distancing measures. Each 

‘bubble’ will then be taught in 3 different rooms with the 10 student desks spaced a minimum 

of 2m apart. Students will remain in that room and at their specified desk for face to face 

input from subject specialists in RE, English, Maths and Science in the first instance.  Students 

will be provided with new stationery with clear social distancing and enhanced hygiene 

measures in place throughout. 

 

Year 12 

Year 12 students will be provided with specific times to attend for individual subject face to 

face sessions, each lasting one hour per subject. These individual subject sessions have been 

timetabled to avoid interaction between students and to ensure that we adhere to social 

distancing measures. In classrooms, student desks will be spaced a minimum of 2m apart 

and students will remain in a specified room and at individual desks for their face to face 

input from subject specialists. Students will be provided with new stationery with clear 

social distancing and enhanced hygiene measures in place throughout. After the individual 

session has been delivered, students will be required to leave school site. 

 

We will provide full details to Year 10 and Year 12 students and families in the very near 

future which will confirm the exact dates and times of the on-site provision being offered, as 

well as information relating to uniform, equipment, hygiene, arrivals and departures and the 

purpose and content of our on-site face to face sessions. Current Government advice is that 

students should be encouraged to walk or cycle to school where possible, and that the use 

of public transport to travel to and from school is minimised as far as possible. The usual 

daily bus services provided to and from St Nicholas will not be in operation for the 

remainder of this term. 

 

Behaviour on Site 

The usual standards of behaviour will be expected when students return. There have also 

been a number of additions to our School Behaviour Policy to support the safety of all 

members of the St Nicholas Community in response to Covid-19 regulations and advice. Once  

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

finalised, these details will be made fully available to all students and their families so that 

everyone fully understands our new on-site routines and standards. 

 

Students taking External Exams next year 

Headteachers from secondary schools across Cheshire West and Chester have written a joint 

letter to Ofqual seeking clarification on the 2021 examination series and offering suggestions 

for consideration. We have received a reply from Ofqual which states “we are working with 

the DfE, the wider sector and the exam boards to consider the options for next year and will 

provide further information when we are in a position to do so.” I will provide further details 

as soon as I receive them. 

 

Finally, as I write this letter there is much speculation as to what will happen in September 

for schools, with some students, parents, carers and teachers sharing concerns about ‘falling 

behind’ in regards to their academic progress. I can assure you that as wider school re-opening 

advances, we will continue to follow all relevant guidance to ensure that students at St 

Nicholas Catholic High School are supported to achieve of their very best. 

Yours sincerely 

 
Richard Woods 

Headteacher 

 


