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1ST Sunday of Advent
Sunday 3rd December
WELCOMING ADVENT
ON SUNDAY we celebrate the First Sunday of Advent. We have already
been primed for the instruction ‘Stay Awake’ by an excellent assembly led
by Form 8 John Paul. They used the example of how we need to wake up
to those in need around us by making acts of kindness, compassion and
generosity.

NICHOLAS, as our Patron Saint, is our role
model for this. His anonymous acts of kindness
to those in his care are symbolised in the
presents we will share with each other in a few
weeks’ time. We will celebrate St Nicholas’
feast day next week (6th December) with our
own special chocolate treat and also with a
dedication to help others in a number of ways.
In our Forms, we have Acts of Kindness Advent
calendars that challenge the students to a
different act each day. So if you suddenly get a
cup of tea or help with the dishes, this may well
be why. We have supported a number of small
charities with donations of clothes, spectacles
and food in the past few months and one of the
‘clients’ has written a poem about his
experience as a homeless person. I thought you
may be interested to read it. We can always find
homes for your unwanted coats, shoes, hats
and scarves if you would like to send them in.
Prayer for the first week of advent
As we light our Advent Candle, may its flame be a
symbol of hope; its warmth be a symbol of God’s
love for each one of us; and may it
inspire us to be hope-bearers and people
of compassion and integrity.
We pray in the name of Jesus, who is the
Light of the World.
AMEN

Mairie Gelling
School Chaplain

ST NICHOLAS ‘IN THE COMMUNITY’ MASS
for the First Sunday of Advent
We are looking forward to spending time with our students at the First Sunday of Advent Mass
at St Joseph’s, Winsford, on Sunday. Preparation time will begin at 3.00pm with Mass at
5.00pm and refreshments to follow.
As this is a Diocesan event, young people attending by themselves will need to have a parental
consent form completed. This will be available ‘at the door’.

Shrewsbury Youth
Mission Team
Shrewsbury Youth Mission Team is celebrating the start of Advent with
some of its first Parish centred events.
Advent: Unplugged is a Shrewsbury Youth Mission Team night of music
and fun! If you are of high school age and love music, then this event is
for you. Join the SYMT team for a night of fun, uplifting music, inspiring
talks, prayer and food!

THE FUTURE OF CATHOLIC SCHOOLS
Do you support Catholic schools and the right of Catholics to send their children to them?
Then we need you to make your voice heard. The Government is making a critical decision on whether
to overturn the admissions cap which prevents Catholic schools from allowing all Catholic pupils to
attend. They have acknowledged that this policy discriminates against Catholics and promised to
abandon it, now we need to tell them not to u-turn on their promises to Catholics.
Visit http://catholicnews.org.uk/education-cap or search for ‘Catholic Education’ in your search engine
to write to the Government and urge them to drop their policy which bans new Catholic schools.
With thanks for your help and cooperation in this matter and with every good wish.
Richard Woods
Head teacher
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Please bring to the Chapel by Friday 15 December
We accept:
ALL tinned and packet food, long life milk, cereal & breakfast bars, sugar, sauces in
jars & bottles, fruit juices & bottled juice drinks, biscuits, chocolate, boxed cakes,
pasta and rice. We can also take washing up liquid/powder, dog and cat food.
Do please check food expiry dates!

*If you fancy putting together a toiletry or baby hamper,
that too would be very welcome!
Our major ACT OF KINDNESS is our collection for our ADVENT HAMPERS. Last year we sent out over 70
hampers containing food, toiletries, baby items and even dog food. The hampers went to people in our
Parish and primary school communities, to the St Vincent de Paul Society for distribution to those in need
and to the local food banks. As you will have seen in the local paper, the need for the food bank support
has increased by 30% in this area as opposed to around 13% as a national average. We even have our own
local food bank in Greenbank. It would be wonderful if we could collect even more this year for those in
need in our community. We thank you in advance for your generous support.

WHAT’S HAPPENING IN SCHOOL NEXT WEEK
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MFL TRIP

Wednesday 6th December
4.30 – 7.30pm
In the School Hall

FIXTURES NEXT WEEK: GIRLS

DEPARTS
Friday
8th December
RETURNS
Monday
11th December

TUESDAY 5th December
Cheshire & Warrington Boccia Finals – MMU Crewe
*****

Year 7 Netball Festival A, B & C Teams
at Hartford High School

ST NICHOLAS’ SCHOOL CHOIR
will be performing
on FRIDAY 8TH DECEMBER
at Tatton Park

*****

Netball Practice still on at St Nicholas’
3.15pm-4.15pm for Yrs 8 - 13

From
Led by their conductor, Mrs McKenna
CALL BOX OFFICE 0161-247 2220 for TICKETS
(Tour of the Mansion & Festive Drink included)

*****

FRIDAY – Ski Fit Training

7pm

GIRLS NETBALL MATCHES
held on 28th November
St Nicholas vs Middlewich High

DODGEBALL
EVERY WEDNESDAY

Yr 7 lost 12-0
Yr 8 won 13-2
Yr 9 won 11-5
Yr 11 lost 7-9

In the Sports Hall …
Open to all Years 7 and 8 students
at lunchtime.
As before exams, it is capped at 40 per session
and the sessions are from
12.35 – 12.50pm and 12.55 – 1.10pm.
Everybody will get a game!

Great effort by all girls involved!
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Period:

20/11/2017 to 24/11/2017

Year 7
Year 8
Year 9
Year 10
Year 11
Whole School

Bernadette Camara
91.54%
95.36%
88.33%
93.79%
93.33%
98.15%
89.64%
93.57%
92.31%
84.62%
91.03%
93.10%

JohnPaul
95.17%
95.33%
88.21%
90.00%
93.67%
92.48%

Kolbe
96.79%
86.55%
90.67%
93.10%
91.30%
91.68%

Romero
98.21%
96.00%
84.33%
92.41%
93.08%
92.81%

Teresa
88.93%
93.10%
92.76%
94.67%
98.85%
93.66%

Vincent
DePaul
91.43%
89.31%
95.52%
93.79%
90.77%
92.16%

“Everyone Matters, so Attendance Matters.”

Ward
NA
NA
98.28%
87.60%
89.62%
91.83%

Year
Total
93.92%
91.78%
92.66%
91.85%
91.78%
92.34%

NEWS
Thank you to all those who cast their votes on our behalf, sadly we were unsuccessful in our application
for funding for a Public Access Defibrillator on school grounds. There is a standard defibrillator in the
Medical Room at school. Thanks to those parents who made very positive suggestions as to how we might
obtain funding and we will be actively pursuing those. Aviva have offered £100 to PTFA which we will
happily accept because as we all know, “every little helps”!

The Christmas Market was a roaring success and we’ve had many comments on the wonderful atmosphere
and the fantastic selection of stalls as well as the delicious freshly baked pizzas from Chime’s outdoor oven.
We enjoyed amazing support from parents, pupils, teachers, site staff and, of course, our fabulous PTFA
team. Everyone had a great time and, thanks to your support, we raised the fantastic sum of £1412.

Thank you all for your generosity. To date we have sold in excess of 800 tickets (our target is 1200 tickets!)
There are only two short weeks left to get your tickets for our first Grand Raffle. Tickets can be bought via
Parent Pay and your ticket numbers will be emailed home to you once per week. The cut-off for ticket
purchases is midnight on Sunday 17th December. Final ticket numbers will be emailed home Monday 18th.
Winning tickets will be drawn on Tuesday 19th December and winners will receive a Parent Pay message
confirming their prize. You will have until school closes on Thursday 21st December to collect your prize (in
the case of the 1st prize this can be emailed to you). If you are struggling to collect your prize, PTFA may be
able to deliver it to you.
1st Prize is an incredible 7-day EUROCAMP holiday for a family of 2 adults and up to 4 children under 17
(terms and conditions apply, see full details in the PTFA section of the School website).
2nd Prize is a luxury Christmas Hamper and 3rd Prize is £50 cash.

The Big Heart
The highlight of our PTFA social calendar will be our Big Heart Ball, taking place on Friday 15 June 2018
Ball event ARE NOW ON SALE! Please download the
at Vale Royal Abbey. Tickets for this not-to-be-missed
th

booking form from the PTFA section of the School website (PTFA – Future Events – Big Heart Ball), make
your payment and email the completed form to our Treasurer Maureen Ferguson (details on the booking
form). The fabulous surroundings of Vale Royal Abbey will be the location for our Big Heart Ball. Our
elegant evening will start with a Pimms reception at 7.00 pm, followed by a beautifully presented, delicious
three course dinner followed by tea/coffee and chocolates, then comes our Charity auction (watch this
space) and dancing (to work off those calories!) Since you will be joining us with your friends and family
(over 18’s only please) we can promise you a fantastic event with wonderful company, great fun and diva
dancing! Finish time is 1am.
TICKETS for this fantasmagorical evening are priced at a mere £50 per person, however, we are offering a
discounted price of £45 per person for all tickets purchased before we break for February half term (if they
stick around that long!) Tickets are limited to just 140, 14 tables of 10. Don’t worry if there are not 10 in
your party, we can accommodate couples and smaller parties and will do our very best to ensure you are
seated with like-minded individuals! Tickets will be sold on a strictly first come, first served basis.
The first tickets have already been sold……..don’t leave it until the last minute to get yours!
St Nicholas encourages students to cycle to school every day where possible. However at this time of
year, with increasingly wintery conditions, can we ask that students and their parents / carers ensure
that:  Bikes are roadworthy
 Bikes have lights both front and back
 Students are reminded about appropriate cycling behaviour and road safety
 Students wear helmets

