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School Chaplain 

Welcome back to all our students and staff. We hope that the past week has been one of 

rest and restoration. I’m sure with an element of revision for some of our students for 

whom we pray and offer blessings of continuing inspiration and determination.   

DIOCESAN PILGRIMAGE TO LOURDES  

This weekend we are hosting one of the training days for the Lourdes volunteers and we 

are very happy to welcome them to St Nicholas’. The pilgrimage week is just the final 

step in a journey of commitment by the pilgrimage organisers, the Hospitalité and    

medical teams as well as the volunteers themselves.  

We are very grateful for the support of our parishes and SVP groups who have offered 

their prayers and donated practical support to our students as they prepare for the         

pilgrimage. Nearer the time, we will ask for any intentions that you would like us to take 

to Lourdes on your behalf.  

D-DAY 75 

During Sacred Space, we reflected on the events around this year’s anniversary – D-Day 

75. 75 years ago, Allied countries gathered in Britain before launching the historic        

operation to liberate Europe. Winston Churchill said that D-Day was “undoubtedly the 

most complicated and difficult” operation that had ever taken place. This June, we will 

show our veterans that the debt to them is never forgotten for the price they paid for the 

freedom and peace we now enjoy. 

 

“75 years ago, hundreds of thousands of young soldiers, sailors and airmen left these 

shores in the cause of freedom,” she began. “In a broadcast to the nation at that time, my 

father, King George VI, said: ‘What is demanded from us all is something more than 

courage and endurance; we need a revival of spirit, a new unconquerable resolve.’ That 

is exactly what those brave men brought to the battle, as the fate of the world depended 

on their success.” (Queen Elizabeth II, Portsmouth, June 2019) 

We pray for the Holy Spirit to give us the resolve, in spirit and action, to continue to 

build a world of unity and peace.  

Amen  

 



Our St Nicholas RE pupils have undergone a            

rollercoaster  journey this half term with RE GCSE    

exams almost complete and RE A-Levels around the 

corner, it has truly been a dynamic six weeks. 

As we say an emotional goodbye to our Year 11 and 

Year 13 pupils, we look back and reflect how proud we 

are of their progress. Year 11 have studied Catholic 

Christianity, Judaism and Philosophy and Ethics and 

learnt key critical evaluation skills whilst developing 

their own personal beliefs and values. Years 13 have 

become individual philosophers as they come to the 

end of their two year study of Philosophy, Ethics and  

Development in Christian Thought. Both Year groups 

are equipped for their exams and the bright future 

that awaits them. 

Year 9 have made the exciting leap to Key Stage 4        

signified by the change to purple books. The topic 

‘Judaism Beliefs and Teachings’ is completed and we 

are now studying ‘Philosophy: Arguments for God’. Do 

Christ’s miracles prove God exists? Can people truly    

experience the presence of God? Why does evil and 

suffering exist? These questions provide captivating    

debates as pupils are challenged to analyse multiple 

points of view and develop their own opinions. 

Our Key Stage 3 pupils have completed the study of 

the importance of Easter and how the crucifixion of 

Christ impacts us as Christians today. Through Christ’s 

death and resurrection we receive God’s grace. A 

tricky concept to understand as it demonstrates the 

wondrous benevolence of God. In order to              

comprehend and  communicate pupil’s understanding 

of God’s love, Year 7 pupils created stunning pieces of 

artwork that express their faith and also brighten our 

RE department beautifully! 

By Miss Asten, Teacher of Religious Education 

In Key Stage 4 in Year 9, we have       

completed our Year 9 exam. We studied 

the beliefs and teachings of Judaism. We 

learnt about all the different aspects that 

make up their faith. Lots of different  

topics came up on our exam. This         

included Pikauch Nefesh. This is the   

Jewish idea that preserving human life 

comes before any other religious              

commitment. Jews believe they can 

break a miztvot (law) such as resting on 

the Sabbath day in order to take     

someone to hospital. Shekinah is another 

key Jewish belief. Shekinah is God’s  

presence on Earth. Reform Jews believe 

Shekinah is like an all-loving mother   

figure. Overall, it has been a really      

intriguing topic. We have begun our next 

GCSE topic; Philosophy: Arguments for 

the Existence of God. This is also thought

-provoking as we consider the big     

question, ‘can we prove God exists?’ 

By Eimear, Year 9 

The Ascension of Christ by Zyri,            

7 Teresa 

Spotlight on the RE Department 



In Key Stage 3 in Year 7, we are focusing on   

Hinduism in our RE lessons. This is something I 

am particularly enjoying. We learn about     

different Hindu beliefs each lesson. It is so        

interesting and RE is my  favourite subject! 

 I am currently learning about religious dress 

and how this is an important part of Hinduism 

when they celebrate festivals such as Diwali (the 

Festival of Light). We have also looked at other 

religious dress from different religions to         

understand how it makes believers feel to have a    

special item of clothing that allows them to     

express their identity. 

We have been assigned a Hinduism  project to 

complete with lots of different aspects to it. The 

research is fascinating! 

By Tom, Year 7 

 The Crucifixion of Our Saviour by Jessica, 7 

Bernadette 

In Key Stage 5, as part of our A-Level, we study three different components, Philosophy, Ethics and the           

Development in Christian Thought. In Philosophy we have studied several topics, ranging from the 

questioning of reality to the nature of us as individuals, to the nature of God. Learning about the soul, 

mind and the body has allowed us to think deeply about what it means to be a person. The study of 

God additionally has been something I personally have found much more interesting than I thought I 

would. It has allowed me to scrutinise my beliefs, question myself and has caused me to thoroughly 

examine my world view and come to a more informed outlook. In regards to Ethics this is probably the 

grittiest part of the course, with the most application in the real world. Essentially a large part of this 

comes down to what is good, and what is bad and who gets to decide. Do the ends justify the means? 

Is violence ever acceptable? We have studied philosophers from all different eras and walks of life and 

looked at the ways in which they view morality. These include Immanuel Kant, Jeremy Bentham and a 

personal favourite Joseph Fletcher. This has given us the basis to examine real world events as we 

have gone on to study Business Ethics and Euthanasia. Finally the Development in Christian Thought, 

this is a fascinating part of the subject which couldn’t be further away from the things we studied at 

GCSE. This has given us the opportunity to learn about the origin of certain beliefs of the Church. This 

has given me a much more well-rounded view of faith and belief. RE has been such an enjoyable part 

of my A-Levels and it is a subject that leaves me thinking long after I leave the lesson. It’s a subject I 

would recommend to any Year 11 unsure of what A-Levels they can pick. It’s a subject that has         

improved and refined my essay writing skills and given me a unique perspective on issues of the day. 

By Joshua, Year 12  



NEWS 
ST NICHOLAS RIVER RUN 2019 

On 21st September 2019, we would like to involve as many runners as possible, young 

and not so young, in promoting mental and physical health through participation in one 

of the simplest exercises possible-running. So, for those who have the running bug and 

for those who haven’t yet, the events are as follows:  

10km trail run – a chip timed event 

5km trail run – a chip timed event 

2km family fun run with fun run medal 

There will be a bespoke blue bridge medal for finishers of 

the timed events. 

Experienced or not, get your trainers on and give it a go! 

We would also like to ask if anyone is willing to sponsor the event to please get in 

touch. We are looking for prizes, sponsorship of refreshment stations etc. To discuss 

possible sponsorship packages, please get in touch via: ptfa@st-nicholas.cheshire.sch.uk 

See our bookings website to secure your place:  

https://st-nicholas.niftyentries.com/St-Nicholas-River-Run-2019  

PTFA MEETING 

 

The last PTFA meeting of the year is on Tuesday 11th June at 6.15pm in school, all  

welcome. There is also a less formal meeting later on the same evening in Hartford Hall 

at 7.30pm to talk about our plans for next year and enjoy end of year drinks. Come to 

either or come to both.  

If you want to get in touch with PTFA please email:  

ptfa@st-nicholas.cheshire.sch.uk. 

“Everyone Matters, so Attendance Matters.” 

   Period: 20.5.19 - 24.5.19 Weekly attendance updateWeekly attendance updateWeekly attendance update   

*Data includes 96% of students in each form. 

% Bernadette Camera John-Paul Kolbe Romero Teresa Vincent DePaul Ward Year Total 

Year 7 98 96 99 98 99 94 97 98 98 

Year 8 85 91 98 96 96 94 93   93 

Year 9 93 96 93 93 91 95 86   93 

Year 10 96 96 99 95 94 94 96 99 97 

Year 11 81 85 82 82 81 83 82 83 82 

Whole School 93 95 97 96 95 94 93 99 93 

https://st-nicholas.niftyentries.com/St-Nicholas-River-Run-2019
mailto:ptfa@st-nicholas.cheshire

