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As

we come to the end of our Advent Term, we have celebrated as a community with our
Carol Concert and Advent Masses. The Third Sunday of Advent brings us the joy of the
promise of new life. We have also followed our commitment to our Gospel values by collecting
hampers of food, toiletries, baby-care items and even pet food, which has been shared throughout the parishes of our community. At the Carol Concert, Jess Leigh, one of our Sixth Form
students, read a poem that she had written in acknowledgement of this paradox of the Christmas
Season – this is just part of her thoughtful reflection:

REMEMBER TO LOOK UP
“REMEMBER to put your phone down this year
as you look up and realise this magical cheer.
A cheer not held in mobile or tablet alike
but something that’s much more obvious to your sight.
Look around and see the smiles on your family’s face
as you’re sat there in a beautiful place.
Learn to be thankful and learn to be kind.
Let the joy flourish as you expand your mind.
Because you have a roof balanced over your head
and tonight you will sleep in a warm cosy bed.
We are lucky to have love in our life
but remember, this Christmas, those who have strife.
Learn to forgive others this Christmas and year,
forgive those who made you tear.
Look past the hundreds of miles of wrapping paper.
Look to the Lord, our God and our Saviour.
Remember what Christmas is all about.
Have faith in Jesus as he has faith in you, no doubt.
Do you remember the helpless, the homeless and weak?
For someone less fortunate, would you help them speak?
Help those who simply have lost their way
but they still have such precious words left to say.”

- JESSICA LEIGH 12 Camara -

At this Christmas season, may you be blessed and be a blessing to others.
Mairie Gelling, School Chaplain

A

s I write this Christmas Newsletter, our end of term celebrations are now complete,

having participated in our Advent assemblies as year groups and celebrated Mass
together as a school community. We were also able to gather as staff, students, families and
friends for our annual Christmas Carol Concert in the School Hall on Tuesday evening which was
a fantastic way to prepare for the holidays together.
As always, it has been a very busy term here at St Nicholas and alongside the teaching
and learning that occurs every day in every classroom, there has been an amazing array of
enrichment and extra-curricular opportunities here at school. This term alone students have
visited Granada in Spain, the battlefields in France, and our fabulous Choir embarked upon their
tour in Austria. Closer to home there have been theatre trips to see such shows as Blood
Brothers, the School Council have visited the Houses of Parliament, the Duke of Edinburgh
Bronze expedition took place in September, various masterclass seminars have been arranged
for our Sixth Formers, the Bar Mock Trial occurred in Liverpool and the whole of Year 7
participated in their retreat day at St Wilfrid’s. I am grateful to the many staff and students
who have contributed to all of these events, in addition to the weekly after-school provision
provided through PE, music, drama and many many other subject areas.
I would also like to take this opportunity to offer a formal thank you to all the students
here at school who every day live up to our high expectations and who live out our Catholic
values in their attitudes as members of the St Nicholas community. Thank you for being punctual
at the start of the school day and to your lessons, for your positive engagement in class with
your studies, for attending in the correct school uniform and with the correct equipment ready
to learn and for being role models to each other through your words and your actions.
Collectively, all of these small behaviours create a firm foundation upon which deep learning
can be built and from which future success is destined to follow.
As we approach the celebration that is Christmas, we would do well to reflect again on the
words Pope Francis previously gave to the world from St Peter’s Square on Christmas Eve:
“So when we hear tell of the birth of Christ, let us be silent and let the Child speak.
In a society so often intoxicated by consumerism and hedonism, wealth and extravagance,
appearances and narcissism, this Child calls us to act soberly, in other words, in a way that is
simple, balanced, consistent, capable of seeing and doing what is essential.
Amid a culture of indifference which not infrequently turns ruthless, our style of life should instead
be devout, filled with empathy, compassion and mercy, drawn daily from the wellspring of prayer.
Like the shepherds of Bethlehem, may we too, with eyes full of amazement and wonder, gaze
upon the Child Jesus, the Son of God. And in his presence may our hearts burst forth in prayer.
Show us, Lord, your mercy, and grant us your salvation”.
The new Lent Term will begin for students on Monday 8th January 2018 and until then
may I wish you all a Happy, Holy and Peaceful Christmas.
HEADTEACHER

TEACHING AND LEARNING
at St Nicholas
SINCE SEPTEMBER, there have been some exciting teaching and learning
developments in our School. All teachers have participated in training to
enhance the already impressive quality of questioning in lessons — a key
ingredient of outstanding learning. Additionally, teachers have regularly visited each other’s
lessons within our ‘Open Doors’ initiative in order to promote, develop and share the superb
teaching and learning practice delivered each day at St Nicholas. Feedback from students has
been more encouraging, they report that they find their learning engaging, stimulating and
crucially enjoyable. We look forward to further developments during the Lent Term.

YOGA CLUB
St Nicholas is introducing the basics of yoga to students!
This includes asana (movement), basic breathing techniques and guided relaxation. The practice of
yoga helps students build better awareness of themselves, becoming more tuned in to how they feel,
noticing stress and tension when they arise within the body and the mind. Being more aware, they are
able to reverse such negative effects more easily. This in turn also increases confidence over their own
bodies. The benefits of regular yoga practice are both physical and mental, creating a space to find
calm and focus. It helps to nurture a practice of self-care and quiet reflection. Yoga practice improves
body confidence, self-knowledge and provides a safe space for deep relaxation. It is a wonderful
opportunity to allow the stresses of school life to melt away and recharge both body and mind.
Mats will be provided and students will only need to have comfortable, stretchy clothing to practice.
No experience is needed but please let your teacher know of any medical conditions or injuries so she
can ensure a safe practice.
DETAILS
Wednesday 3.30—4.30pm every week starting 10th January 2018 and is available to all year groups.
Cost is £3.50 a session (6 sessions to be paid in advance £21) to be paid via Parent Pay before each session.
Students are to get changed and meet in the School Assembly Hall.
Trained Yoga Instructor - Syvie Ball

NEW SCHOOL GATES
The improvements to site security are now complete. The new school
gates will be closed between 8.45am and 3pm each day, and VISITOR
PARKING is now available adjacent to the main campus road in clearly marked ‘visitor’ spaces.
Between the hours of 8.45am and 3pm, all visitors will need to access the school site through the
new pedestrian gated entrance next to the Sixth Form Centre. To gain access visitors
will be required to liaise with reception through an intercom system and confirm the
reasons for their visit. Once confirmed, the automated gates will allow access to
reception with CCTV adding extra security for all.

Dear families, pupils and staff, thank you all for your wonderful support of our PTFA events and fundraisers in the past few months. We hope you enjoyed the Year 7 Welcome Family Quiz, shopping and
eating at our Christmas Market and the excitement of our Grand Christmas Raffle. Winners were:

*1st Prize — The Melody Family

*2nd Prize — The Proud Family

*3rd Prize — The Chesworth Family

We are extremely grateful for your support of this new venture. We sold a total of 1109 tickets at £1 each,
which will make a fantastic contribution towards additional lunch time/social seating areas for our students.
NEXT YEAR we have our Wine Tasting evening taking place on 2nd March, First Aid course (Year 11 and older) on
17th March and our Summer Ball on 15th June. We look forward to seeing you at one or more of these.
Our first PTFA meeting of the New Year will take place on Monday 15th January 2018, in School, from 6 -7 pm.
Please come along and find out more about what we do. You can be assured of a warm welcome!

Happy CHRISTMAS!

Happy New Year!

Kim Griffiths, PTFA Chair

CHRISTMAS MASS TIMES ACROSS THE PARISHES
Try and join in the Christmas celebrations within your own parish communities this year:
ST VINCENT’S - KNUTSFORD
Christmas Eve
9.00pm
Christmas Day
9.00 am
11.00am

ST JOSEPH’S - WINSFORD
Christmas Eve
5.00pm – Children’s Mass
8.00pm
Christmas Day
10.00am

ST JOHN VIANNEY
Christmas Eve
5.00pm St. Wilfrid's
6.00pm St Bede's
8.00pm Our Lady's
11.30pm St Wilfrid's
Christmas Day
9.15am St Wilfrid's
11.15am St Bede's

ST MARY’S - MIDDLEWICH
Christmas Eve
Carols 6.00pm Mass 6.30pm
Carols 11.45pm, Mass Midnight
Christmas Day
9.00am at St Margaret’s Holmes Chapel
10.30am at St Mary’s

ST LUKE’S - FRODSHAM
Christmas Eve
6.00pm – Children’s Mass
8.00pm
Christmas Day
10.00am

Weekly attendance update
Period:

11/12/2017 to 15/12/2017

Year 7
Year 8
Year 9
Year 10
Year 11
Whole School

Bernadette
96.00%
96.55%
90.77%
94.81%
95.60%
94.75%

Camara
97.41%
97.24%
99.23%
98.15%
96.00%
97.61%

John-Paul
97.86%
95.17%
97.04%
97.20%
97.93%
97.04%

Kolbe
97.04%
93.93%
97.24%
93.21%
99.55%
96.19%

Romero
95.56%
95.17%
97.59%
99.29%
96.80%
96.88%

Teresa
96.07%
97.86%
93.93%
94.83%
98.40%
96.22%

Vincent
DePaul
99.63%
96.43%
98.21%
93.93%
95.20%
96.68%

“Everyone Matters, so Attendance Matters.”

Ward Year Total
NA
97.08%
NA
96.05%
98.21% 96.53%
86.25% 94.71%
94.40% 96.73%
92.95% 96.04%

REMINDER
School will reopen
MONDAY
8TH JANUARY
2018

Wednesday 17th—19th January 2018
YEAR 7 RESIDENTIAL
to Dearne Valley
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